
~. ,

"
~ ".

,I

1/

October 24, 1994f
'I'

~~h af(, (II/~$
P.O. 80x 2731

Sarasota, florid~ 34230
. (813) 377-2910

..'
,; .;;.

,"
": ~,, ,.

~ r I

. ,1"



WEATHER



~ UtttI John T....'
....ota. 'leMidl. 34231
~ber 11.1·':M
HOttorlible~d e. Hundt
C I'I
, C~unlc.lions CommlMton
R 14 ,.
1t1'M__~NW
Washlfttton.,~C 10554

Dear Sir:

r,

Lmw~
Ellen M. Weinberg U
c:c . .... Antar. bel.

Cou~.. for CIp•• Cities/ABC. In!;.

Oon!dd P. ZelfMg. Esq.
Coun.el for Scripps Ho~rd Bro.d~stjnl eo.

,"V""'itan Cl\tml~
Ptt'''nt & General M.n.r. WWSB, C"-nMl40



Octobtt17, 1'14
,

The Honorable aeed J. H~nd'

Cha{l:.a~l'
'eder.l. ~,0••\l1t1cation. Oo••1".ion
10011 814,
191i' Mitreet, NN
Wa.~lngron, ~c 20554
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ellJ) 925-9006

Sinoerely,

~~.
Lucill. Johnson
7491 C.rnou$tle Drive
Saraaota, Ft 34238-2810

Dell" Mt:: Hundt I
I

It ",.: :with 4i••a)' \bat 1 recently learned t.h,l;', th. t~~~ ~t
sazoasqt,'r florida, Yill aOOD 10.e t,b. local ~,el,vll,p)n,~s
(WWt., chanD.l 40'.) ,affiliatioft with ABC. OlL&' ~q••",1t11·'Yil3:.
(l;OOft lqie it. 1'.Il~it" v. vill no longel' ~',!?~e ,to ',~~j~y'
loe"l p'rogra.1Ilg 8UCh a. n.". " aport. , a~4,' <,.xtr;"IIl~lY
erith.:a,~,' due '0 frequ.nt d-ngerou. storms and ':'~:ut:r'!o~~~.J f'
w•• ther'r.. ' ",:1,,,, ,. I, ,

eh6nn.l~" 40 has been, a un1qae hometown te'1.ViSl0qi.t..ti,~~ "9t'
,ovet; ,z,~ real". lVe&-rone X know vatch.~ ~b,:, lo.Cal,r,n."s
pr~g+~~1! Oft Channel 40. Loeal pl"ogramaing' ln~c;u;~."" u', "..,bq~t
.nv~.ro~ellt'.l cone.rDI, hu.in••• "cavalop.ant, c~~~ei': ,th.~,,~t',;
.~c:. q~,.nnQl 40'. ~Hu.rwlc:aft. Watch" progZ'••• 1f.',';(!*,~e~~l' i~O

r QUI' atet· 4urift IiJ till.. of -U!@I. y.atbeZ':~ ',CQ.!:'ldl,\i,on.:r
I' oug, JIP. ..- short .n,tlnee ,~,O.' 'jra.n'1",~ Sur "'

veathlir:, i. orten qu te, dlff.rent~ 50 ". cannot.' l~~rn :'bo'~:'( Q~~
w.l~her: by vltch!ft;' a tel.v1.io~ atationls ve.,t;.~~l" 1:~'oZ'~~ :

I) froll, Ta,~p.. We hava 1.arned that; by $xpel'lenc,),:, W.~ kij;~v,.',~.,'

\
can r,lly on Chann_l 40 for hevs of local 4ea411 ·",c.l'.PO~','1
tornac50,& IpottaC ill t.he loeal are., .vilou.~loft tur,s,', .t'~'~' ,'$0
you ••e, Kr. Hun'dt, It 11 I'\ot; all overatat...ent ,;~Q,·,.•ay".i,' t~,'t.
lo.,~ng :·,oo.r 10c'1 progralllD111g could .ean t.he di!feJ::~nc,;' b.~w~e~
lif. a:~4 death tor .any Slr.sot.a residents/ ': '1:' ,!"

_-----.. 1\ ~ 'I' ._....-.:__~-~..............--"*. *""*.-".. tJ'" _,.,... ,., 'I •••••• """I,•.y_
se.~.s unfair to ae that Il lar;. teleVis,lon co.plny •.U,~h·.~.

ABC can. callously trade ava, OUI' link with:' the lo~al,c.o~,~~'~:ty ,
neva to 'cripps HowarcS. Are there any law'" to prot;.ep,t ~~?, : tf
not., 'Mild there be la". to prot.ect "'11 . I . ;i, ", , . I,

% all pleadingo wit.h you and the lCe to dCi" all )"0" ean td' h,,,"p
o~r ••~'11 ('bUt.. conaet"ned Ind viable) co.un! ty, '~~~~in ::io~~,~
television serv:Lce through a continued 'ff'il.latlo~'·w.1th ~BC'.l; ,

Tha,nk 1"ou for ,our cona1deration. ).'
.f
r

j



SANDLEHEATH CONDO"INIUM ASSOClA'tIO~,),Net
, 4'~9 RiNGWOOD MEADOW

SARASOTA. nOR.IDA S.c2~S
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October 1., 0' 1914
'"
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Honorable ~eed E. Hundt, Chairman
red~ral CommunicatLons Commis.ion
1919,N S~re.t NN • Joarn 814
W.lhin9ton~' PC 205'4

Dear Ho.norable Hundt;

Aa the pr ••1dent Qf \he Sandlebeat.h condotnin:l.\.\m A~so~.ia~,~o~.:I,
mua·t .tron~ly convey the feel:Lng. of our. 86 mtfl\ber f ..mil!~.~s"'l:.b~,~~,"
what 1s hapP,.ning to our loeal ata1aon WNS$ ch>a,.llft~l ,4.9 ~'l;
Sar,asota .to you. ,:' ' : '",

..

,

~ lOU knp,~ ,WWIB ha. been part of the ABC network", for o.\{.'~r ':~Q,
Y';earl. ~';e Jon 'ar••ot.a depend on them fet' QUI: lor~l'",n.~~, "n~'
".athe,. ''X'he c:hanQ. of lOlin; this out let would be:, deva5\,..tl~q:;
to ,thia, cqmmunity. ' , ,', : 'I,

We i~ Sara,.cta are net a suburb of "ampa. w. are ~Q mi 1e~ a~• ..t.
an4 havi ~othinr in common with Tampa. Thl stati:Oft~,:, :Ln', ,~amF.
compet.e against each other for Tamp. news and we'ath~r, ::thef..~ OlY+
.. lmclt no ment1cn of any thin; happening in. S.rRsot ... " \ ,,:, "

, " , 'I
, ' ,.. :

WW!8 is very lotive in our communi ty, ~nvelvad in ::n'\any c~.• r!tf,;
event, fo~ the Sarasota aria. Durln9 the violent weather ~. h~~.:
in Florida w. count on WWSS for ur~ent veather'~ift~or~.tior
••pec ia 11 y duri n9' hurricane .season whe.1'l 1i VeS a.re 1 t: • ~i.ke. r '; "

Pl~ase ;lve ~he people of the Sarasota a~.a their due by fQrcin~,
ABe to k." wwss as an aff11iate.

Thank you very much.

Yours tt'l.\ly,

.JJ~~~~

I ,
I

Oeorg$ Fclntuch, fresident
Sandlehel~h Condominium AS50ciation, Inc.

Co~ Sa~ Antor, E.q.
Donatd P. Zeifan9, Esq.
stan'c:rwnley

/'"
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Novomber tS. 1.94

Honorable Reed E. Hundt
FederalOo~~~ OommlMlon
1019 M~ N.W•. ;
Room '14 .
W.shlngton. O,C. 1Q~!$4

At: WWSe- Channel 40 ABC Affln.tion
" ~...

CMr Mr, Hundt:

I am writina In rrti~ of Prfllldent ot EntetpM8 National S.nk of SllatOti.R~~o ,~.S$ o,Ut
oonoem ~n:Rn9 Ni.rt. ar.uncfn\enl of endll1Q Its a year affilIation with 'WW. C,~~~I ~ of :.. :J!

Carateta,~ '. . ': . ,,

The lost of Chan.net 4it.. maiot Mtwort< affll1ation win elinbat. the station', ability to pro'M.local .; .
progt.~ aM:·~ .8dwltlslng for local buIIn.... This Is of oonc4Nri t!? UI~~ It .:'1
1mpM.. rM~.'. ~.tiommunlt)', aMIty tc) re~nd to dlsatt« lItuation. I.•. humca".~:"P'c?f . :
~.~_y, t, .' J~r.m Gordo" Is th...etenlng our ...., and WWSB twlo~ i:»ro."'~,tfmely'; .
t."d thomoOh eo~D" :of the atOM'\. 't'he'Tampa .titlon. have only carried It '11 the ~1'g~~:.Oo"t.xl.O!I ::.
new. I", Florida.' "': . . . : ~ ,. ,,,! '

Furth.r, \ttl pubUc'. ""~"'$l Ie damaged ~use thIs action. ••Uowed to stand. wlU ~~"'" J~k thG
communJtyf,s...~~';~~ on toea! lMues I~rtant to the pubAo, ThIt ae:tf9ri ~ ABO~~ .
dan\ege wwsa.,~n.~.ututO" ht hat *uppotted • ~riad of eauus t~1' the b.~~~. pu~nc ··~.;i"
Int.~tst. F'lftth~'\ at ~.•maI' buM_ we will be forced out of the option of ~tslng on ~••via~ ...'1Q 0

reach our~.b_" of th'IItJ'O~ colt of T•• tel4vltion Ntfons fa prohlbltkKl ·to. 5tMfI "
toO .' , ,bu$...,8SS. : . '

F1naUy.1t Is ~tely l"oonClNabI. that the public's infoc'rnaUon nMctt oan be mitt from T~aISt.

Peters.burg. "'~th::"eportln, Ind an.lysit " now., publ1c affaltl and w.th~r r.l.....nt ~ S$rasoti. :
would be 'cMuany ,~in.ted. For the aake of this community, w. hop. you won't anow thle p~opot~
action by ABO to stand. . or

8incertly,

~~
Ttammen HudGQn
Pr"ld~

TH:¢ja

,,
. !

co: Sam AnW, Esquire V' Stan Crumley, Preatdent alVJ G(!".(~, Mal:\'ger.
Counlef,for Qapttal Caltl/ABO Inc. WWSB, Channel 40 .. . .::1 .

n West66th Street. 5725 Lawton Orive : I

New Vot:!<. N~W York 10023 sarasota, FIo(ida 342~ , '
"1

Donald P. Wang, Esqulr. DavkI L. May, PrQsfd.nt 'j

c~..rfor $oripps Howard Grelter SatMota C~.r of Oommerct
1050 Conntcticut Avenu., N.W. 1110 Mal" Sttellt, Suit. 240'
Wa.hington, ·'O.C. 20036 .... . 0(f1 1-"" R' S....soIa. FIotfda 34236,",;jIIn ell: ....... , lntlr;;,-IJOI,lTwa'rd~"

• .. ,- •• ~'6". r'I.~"6 • "'1'" f":,,1r f':"tll r')rive .1 [1l:mt'vl Rt!;ld
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Novlmber. 21;, 199' :
I • ,:"

i.

Ho~orabl.Reed I. liW\dt
• I ...

Pederal~UI'.~~..~ COlNrtission
Room 814, 1'~9.~~~ N.W.
W~hinpn, DC~M

I

i
. ,

,

De... Mr. HUl\dt: "
.' ':'

...
• j '",

Ill'll writin. itt .up~rtofS&rasota 'IV stdon WWSB'. effo.-ts to retatn theft A~;;.ti~>,
Should they be ~b,~ to retAlr\ network aftlWation, it will indeacl be • great loa Jo. ~u.t': ::' .
community. ' . !:''' ..

W,WSIS, U In aew-~,MS the retourccs to providt out.tanding iU"d n4eded cov.t,ase.of loc.l
weather, as well~ tOea! new., information, and civic events. Aa a Culf Coast ~#.~tyi'<,
w.~tfter e.~ver••·~$ri~.l 01\ aloc.I Itwl;wi~WlVSI'. monitorins &U1d~~~~~k. ,
iftIo~tfDt\ upda.~.'oft Tl'f)p~al Storm Cordon thil p••~ week. W. neecl a loc'u~.~!t~ ,
to tnoNtor.1oc4t c~eUtiohs; ftOt rely on ceverase by.tta~s HrvinS the Tllmpl/~~ P,'tiita-.~8:' .
nwtro area ~any~ away. ,,' .

WWS8 aIso.proYi4~ an inVlluab1e -me. to the COZNl\,",-ity, not only in news cqy.r-se, .but
also k\ ~Ip.~;throushsponsorship; worlcirl& with and pttin, ou.t into th-~~ota "
,eomA\W'lfty•. T;b-,~t-""porio(~lewnts, charities, futivaLt, and. ~fo~i· ..~~:
would~blr." !oat, ~r atMt dUninishtd if they)\'ert to ION thereso~ '~f~A'F "
'ffi.u,a~o.n.. Wen~ thil kind of local involvement and ~Vet.. to keep atta~~~.br~st ,
01 what1. new and ".ppen~g, and Incoura.p the g..owth and development of~)~o~~· .
M~.tee are.. : ' .
~ .blli~ of local.~~lI\essesand advertised, to ~dt tl'lelr local mOU'ket woWd ~o ~ "
imp~ed;' It woW4 make Uttto Mftle, 01' be eccmomkall.Y Ol.lt of the Nllc:h of many to i4v.~
£rom Qutslde the~wing area at the higtiet, larger ro.r~t rates.

Fitt,ally, tl:te .ta~re,of nat1Qn~l network a[Cillation .t\d tts eoncomitVlt re'ourC4. a.~oWins h1-' ,
depth ~.I'~over.~, hat helped .tfmutate th" growth ~fSarasota-Bradenton as .:rnllj~r ~rket
for buslne$Je$, residents, and vUiitors alike. ' :. ,

, I ' • ~ I :; •



. .... .

San Antar, Esq.'.,e2
Nowmbet 21, 199,4

".: .

A••~..,~~~lin Sarasota, I wop you to c:o.naider a favorable NUn, ~rWlV~Bi ,Th~ : ',,
iJ,npat't'on ~~.,',~:1:MMiMss In\l&t be COI'slclered; end. only a positl~ outc~c~ , I

C:Ol'\~_ to USl'~'WW", enorroo\\S ccmttibution to the tuccessl, aat.ty,.ncl dytlal'll!c tu~ ,'.:' :'
of our area. ' , , .. :.~:,. i :

. . :

Vwy truly yows,

" ARTHUR AND!~~N LLP

By
Rodger L. DeRote

~LR

Co.p_ to:
$1m Ant,lr, Esq.
Co1UlMllor Capital Cit4es/ABC Inc.

Doa.W P.~ !sq.
0,\11\"1 fo~ Scrlpp~ Howard Broadcasting Co.

~$.tar\ Ctwnley, ~,.,~ent aM Ceneral Maneau
WWSB, ChIMe140 .

DaVid L. May, P~w..llt
Cireattt Sarasota~ber of Coetmcm:e

'. ,-
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(X>L. ,IAMO C. PQwnu,. liSA (IUiT)

Uqn"rablc Rcc~ FlO Hundt
Chairman ' :,'
Federal Communlc:a\lon8 Commisston
R<)()Il\ 814 ~
19.19 MStreet"N\\'
Wa.,hlngton, DC 20SS4

ofCl14 'lWIS IlIUVl!.
~~---.._~

'~ftAJK)rI\1~.~I~~~

(),:lobcr 20, 1994

Dear Chalrmall HUl1dt;

",

,T~e pul"ROM. ~f tbis.lctlo~ ... to .xpreas my concern about the Impendt~J Ip~s o~
W'WSIJ, Chan~~l 40',1' aml~tlon wlLh ABC here in satqot4\, Florida. ::":~', .;

.' . . ,

I clon't protend to .\Ulderstand all of the details Naardina ABC's recent.decision '
to. drop~~. anUlation. I ~on 't know whether the d~i8lou was ba~d ~n ,:.'
sQUnd bu_lnt..s· ratlODale, or sln~ly some complex quid pro quo Irran.le~cnt "
With. Scripps. ~owarcl which leaves the people' of sarasota "hanging O~'~, to dry" t"

. . ,

I do know, hQWcver, thAt the loIS of WWSS's ABC affiliation wW be.' lev~o
blow to thG ptople of SOuthweat Ronda. We have reUed Oft WWSB r'Or Z3 )tears , .
to It,~p.ut liIt9rme4 about lQall and nat10nal events and tho)' Ilavi d~~e Just :;
tba~ In I m.a.~tJc~nt manner, In addition to their plJrely com.munlc~tlo,n. ,.,
ctrorts, ·tb~y !tU"e ~etply and conslstently Involved In variolJl ,com~ull-lty .
activttlq, WWSB h•• tl'U1y becoml! an indispentablt uset to tho atea"~nd I
believe their .loss of affillation with ABC wiD $ertoualy and advenely:'~ect
their ·.btlity to providG the s~rvkes we will contin.ue to nood.

One cC \he ~rviees which WWSB cumntly perrorm, extremely well 'rhOfC 105,8
&ccutarly '~onc:erns me I. tha.t of keeping tb. area residents up4ated on

rdo~s w~alher conditions. We live In a ~on. that I' prone to hurticllne. .
and other violent weathet. It would be fotl)' to assume diat the same blah lev~t
o.f timely ha~~d.oUI w~athcr reponing for our speclRe Ir~a will ~e Iyall'able', .
from I 1V st9t1on In Tampa, or any locl1 station not affiliated with a.majQ'r· .
broadcastln•..network. 1would hope and expect the FCC to kt!Cp this 'c:ritl~a.l .'
ract In mln4 'when decldlnl WWSJJ'. fate insofar as Its ..mllatlon willf,AB~ i$ .
concerned. The unlq,l.LcnGss of our toe.don on the Gulf COgt, couplea.wi~h It .
complex tva',ualion plan, ar,uCI strone1y that we have tho VQry bcs~ in' enrly.
warnlnaof an approaching storm. WWSB has .u~rbt)' dcmon.trclt~~. iU .
abUhy tt) per(orrn tb.is vllnt function: I'm not confident thlt TV stntio,\'1s 1n the
Tampa area would be as responsive as we might require, Moreo\'cr,thcit
attention durtnl such on event would be fo<:uscd on ~hc Tantp~ Bay ar,e~l,.().n.d '
rightly so. ;.

b\ SUIn, .( bcllovc t'tlat WWSH should rctaln itea ARC affiUtnion and rcq\ic$t, the. '
fCC \ak~ thO" 'riOCcisary ll.C\'i()l\ to cnsuro lhQ.\ end. .':' !:' , ;



SlnCCtCIY~~

an~<) c. Powell

elf
'Sam "mar, r:sq.• Counsel ror Capital ,CI\tallAB<;, Inc.
Dona16 P. Zief~nSf ~.f C()~n8cl fur Scripps Howard Broud(;a.~\~n~, 1I,(~.
S~an CrumJay~J'rc~idcnt Ie General Manager. WWSB, Channel 40'

, ,



'.
tJ;-:,nc8~ V. ltied

454 MOC1dpw l"lrk l'h'lvo
S&U'I"U'UW,' 1'1or:-ld4l ~"23(j

, .
Amcri~n Droaclc~$lin.J SYlt.em
A.eo Audioncl IntQl"InuLlon
77 Wo.t 66thSLrCQt
New Yo~·I(. New Y~rt( l00~l

~nt1emcn:

AI 70~ al~ are _war_, the rocent upheaval of telovllion ownet'8)\l~..an~~, I\~:t.~~rk
aUUlo.tlon I.n Ta~»a .,p.ue to have lett the 175,000 re.tde:nts, o.~:' S,!r~.o~ ~~~t.Y'
vtt.hov.t. Il local etat.1on wlth a n.\wock &ftiliet\c)n. '. .

Jul, 27, 1994

w. wtn CQnUnu,o ,~ recelv. ~.t.'Work protr_mlnt via our cable .y~t,m.:: .Wh~t ~., '\tI;
nOt have. howev~l', is local newlI of any clepth nor of more l.pqr~~~~,~:w....th~
ShN'&"Oitao .le .ubJ;ot to lrequ.eflt st.ol:'m8 of h!l'h tntonaity an4 ,Is v:•.rr:. yUl,~.,r~~,~,:: '

Yo"' eanes. , ::

In 1985, .our 1oc~ .tation ",al unprepared to report on a major h~rr~~a~, f.~J:~ur·: ;r....
We wore. force'" to re1)' on Tampa tolevUlion for advice and st.orm.t~o~,~~~:" .~~
WI ~uch contulllorl as to whether o&' not 'WI were t.o evaO\lAte. 8\Abillql,l!"t .ctl"lfl~~!'.'Of
our 1ooe.1 oha~u"r.f••\Llt.od In theh' upcrad.in, 'WHther fOt'Oca.t,~nl t,o ,~"~~~n~,J"yeL
W. 'now h"v. ,~perlOr emer&,ency weather infol'maUolJ o.vaUabl., ~4. houri '~:u,~~g
emer,.noy con.ditione. . "

"

O£ '~\oW .importa~'f ..,umine our local t.elevi.lon Itation will not ,be, ,~t~,,~·~gy·:,rfa.~lG
\fUhout a; ,network .atfiliation, 'Will be the IoSI of our local new••e,v~, .()~J~~table
i~~titut.lO~8. our. J,.r'•• Ltt.. oo...",unlty ..nd QUI' civic lutitutScna w~l ,b_;' u.n,..'l.ii;:~ ,~t
t~,.~ me_8ag~e t~&.a ~h. 00...\lnlt,7 vl.o. telovUlon. The local. bU.ll'\~f,1,,~mii~1\i:L,y:.wlt1
have to buy a large audience In ord*to to I.t t.hetr &ncasall. lnto S',~8,9~ .f~h~r earl
afford to do 80. ,", . 1 ,

Fol" tho•• and maD)" other reallOna I .ak you to review out" local pipbl.Jn h~ :t.h.: Ultht
ot ou.r conu.nunit.",:. r-.cods., . J "." " ';,: .'

.,

It wou.l<i o.ppe~ the \An11ateral cancellAtion of .. net.work cont.ract. tqr ~" ~~~", 1;>7 t)

inajaI' multi-static)n, ~rpol:'atio"" for competitive purpooles is Illto.1n~t,~u~1Lc pq,~tc~.
, • .' I ."

Very truly,

-,- ~

~.
co: Sool1l0r Gt'ahQm

Sona,toor Mack
Oon",,'os$L1\Q,ft Mll\Gr
Foderl.ll Oomrouni.co.t.ion. Cornm.1otdon



EXHIBIT 4

DECLARA.TION OF STANLEYB. CRUMIJEY



Deol.Z'.~ioJl of
8~..ley B. Crualey

. .'

My name is stanley B. crumley and I am President and General

Manager of Southern Broadcast Corporation of Sarasota (tlSBC"),

licensee of Station WWSB(TV), Channel 40, Sarasota, Florida.

Station WWSB is located in the Sarasota, Florida Area of

Dominant Influence ("ADItI). The Sarasota ADI is only comprised of

sarasota. County, Florida. The United States Census locates
.,

Sarasota county in the Sarasota-Bradenton Metropolitan Statistical·

Ar_. This is separate and distinct from the Tampa-St. Petersburg-

Clearwater Metropolitan Statistical Area. The Federal

Communications Commission recognizes the separateness of ~he

Sarasota-Bradenton .MSA from the Tampa area. For example, EEO

analysis for Sarasota stations is based on Sarasota-Bradenton labor

force data, not Tampa-St. Petersburg-Clearwater labor force data.

The Sarasota ADI is the 153rd ranked television market in the .

united States. The Tampa-St. Petersburg ADI is the 16th ranked

television market.

Since it went on the air in 1971, Station WWSB has been the

ABC Television Network affiliate in Sarasota. station WTSP-TV,

Channel 10, st. Petersburg, Florida is the current ABC affiliate

in the Tampa-St. Petersburg market.

station WWSB is the only daily scheduled local television news

in the Sarasota. In the past year the station has broadcast a



total of 4,645 local stories. That is a dozen local news stories

every day, seven days a week. WWSB proqrams sarasota local news

Monday through Friday at 7:25 - 7:30 a.m.: 8:25 - 8:30 a.m.; 12:00

- 12:30 p.m.;.5:30 - 6:00 p.m.: and 11:00 - 11:30 p.m. as well as
. ..

,'.'

five news breaks throughout the day. On Saturday and Sunday, WWSB

airs Sarasota local news at 6:30 - 7:30 p.m. and 11:00 - 11:30 p.m.

WBSV, Channel 62 ,licensed to Venice, provides only sporadic

news breaks during prime time. Several television stations

licensed to Tampa - st. Petersburg, including WFTS, do not provide

any news about Sarasota, and WTVT, Tampa, airs approximately one

news story per day regarding Sarasota. ..
station WWSB's severe weather coverage is particularly

im~ortant to Sarasota. The Station's weather team has been called

upon for fast accurate information during Hurricane Andrew,

Tropical Storm Floyd and last March's severe "No Name Storm."

stationWWSB "airs pUblic affairs proqramming and public

service announcements for community events, projects and public

awareness throughout the Sarasota market. In the last year it

aired over 1900 local public service announcements. Additionally,

station WWSB participates in dozens of community projects, special

events and sponsorships each year in Sarasota.

Recent events, unrelated to station WWSB's performance as the

ABC Network affiliate in Sarasota, Florida threaten the financial

ability of Southern Broadcast corporation of Sarasota to continue

providing high quality local service to the Sarasota ADI.

Specifically, the ABC Television Network reached an agreement with

2



Scripps Howard Broadcasting Company ("Scripps") to acquire long

term affiliations in the Detroit, Cleveland, Baltimore, Phoenix and

Tampa-St. Petersburg markets. In the. Tampa-St. Petersburg market

the ABC netwQrk will move from WPST, Channel 10, to Scripps'

station WFTS, channel 28, Tampa. I have been in'f~~ed:'" by

representatives of Capital Cities/ABC, Inc. that as part of the

multi-station affiliation transaction, scripps sought and received

ABC's agreement to terminate WWSB's ABC Network affiliation in the

Sarasota ADI.

I learned of the loss of WWSB's ABC affiliation at

approximately 8:35 a.m. on Thursday, June 16, 1994. I received a..
call from George Newi, ABC's Executive Vice President in charge of

af~iliate relations. At first he confirmed what was already public

information, that ABC and Scripps had reached agre_ents to

continue to affiliate in Detroit and Cleveland. Mr. Newi also

advised that in return ABC gave Scripps the ABC affiliation in

Phoenix and in Tampa, as well as in Baltimore. As he continued,

Mr. Newi advised me that as part of the deal, Scripps required that

the ABC affiliation of Sarasota station WWSB, be withdrawn.

I explained to Mr. Newi how astonished I was and repeated to

him conversations that I had with Krys Keller of ASCI. affiliate

relations in the past few weeks and how ABC assured me that we were

okay and that our affiliation was safe.

Mr. Newi acknowledged that he was aware of those conversations

with Krys Keller. However, this disaffiliation was "part of the

deal with Scripps" and that they (ABC) 1'lad to do what was nece.sary

3
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to protect themselves in other markets from CBS.

Later that afternoon, I aqain called Mr. Newi aqain at ABC.

He wae no~ then available. He returned my call that evening to my

home a~ approximately 7:20 p.m. I discussed with Mr. Newi numerous
. .

reasons WWSB was more valuable than ever with WFTS' (Scri~ps) poor

location on the area cable channels. I also pointed out that While

WFTS had no news at all, WWSB had an excellent newscast and that

without us, ABC'S numbers would suffer. Georqe agreed but stated

it was out of his control and he felt Scripps was "firm on this

position."

On Saturday, June 18, SBC's director, Robert Nelson called
.'

Leonard Goldenson, a current member of ABC's Board of Directors and

it~past President. Mr. Nelson asked Mr. Goldenson, a re.ident of

Longboat Key, Florida for a meeting. Mr. Goldenson aqreed to meet

with Mr. Nelson and me at 4:00 p.m. on saturday, June 18, 1994, at

his residence.

At the meeting, Mr. Nelson and I appealed to Hr. Goldeneon for

any assistance he could possibly give us. Mr. Goldenson sta~ed

that he had spoken with Tom Murphy, President of Capital Citie./ABC

and Mr. Murphy said there was nothing that he could do and that

Sarasota's (WWSB) continued affiliation was a "deal breaker" in

the overall Scripps/ABC deal.

I ques~ioned Mr. Gold.nson about tha~ s~at..ent and

specifically asked how the Sarasota market with $3.5 million in

annual national revenue vs. $190 Million in annual revenue for the

Tampa market could possibly be considered siqnitican~ enouqh to be

4



~ Ml'1ti.l J:lnakar. It "e lilitened sy1IPathetic&11y ):)\a't. again stated

only that JIr. Murphy had eonveyed to hill that WWS8 f S continued

affiliation ~~s a "deal breaker."

Scripps' aqre_ent with ABC to terminate WWSB's "the ABC

atfil1ation vill 4~..tieally al~er the amount and tbe a~loea~ion

ot WWSB'. pZ'OIJl'a.un<J lunda. The station vill lOS8 aiii.ioJUI ot

dollan 11' annual revenue. Its operat1nq costs will suJ:Istantlally

increase becau.. the .ta~ion ~ust pureha.. syndicated progr... to

replace lost network programs. OVerall, the .~tion vill have a

less money to spand. on local news and pub11c affairs and i~s
•

ability to serve Sarasota will, n.~.aaa~ily, suffer.

I declare under ~..l ty of peZ'jury tb&~ Qa fact. ..1:. cut.,
.aJ:)c)ve are tE'U1l.

5
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EXIDBIT 5

DECLJ.t\RATION OF GEORGE H. l\l:\VI



PlClaration of George H. Newi

My nam. is George H. Newi. I am Executive Vice President,

Affiliate Relations, for the ABC Television Network.

1. I am in charge of the department that manages the

network's relationship with its affiliated stations. In that

capacity, I make recommendations to the president of the network

group, Mr. Robert Iger, concerning affiliation and disaffiliation

decisions. When I was informed by Mr. Iger that the company would

be undertaking negotiations with Scripps Howard Broadcasting

Caapany ("Scripps"), I reviewed all the markets in which Scrippa

owns television stations.

2 • As part 0 f my review, I examined the Taapa..S1:.

Petersburg-Sarasota market. The network is currently affiliated In

that market with both WTSP and WWSB. My recommendation to Mr. Iq.r

was that if an ABC affiliation with WFTS was part of the overall..
deal with Scripps we should disaffiliate WWSB because of the

excessive duplication it would entail.

3. I have read Stanley Crumley's Declaration (Bxhibit B to

the Southern Broadcast Corporation of Sarasota's ("SBC") Formal

Petition for Order to Show Cause). The Declaration deals in part

with two conversations I had with Mr. Crumley on June 16, 1994.



4. I disagree with Mr. Crumley's account of those

conversations, in particular with the statements Mr. Crumley

attributes to me. In the paragraphs below, I set forth my best

recollection of my conversations with Mr. Crumley, and

specifically, the statements I made to him.

S. In my first conversation with Mr. Crumley on the morning

of June 16, 1994, I informed him that ABC and Scripps had entered

into affiliation agreements for five markets and that WPTS in Tampa

was part of the deal with Scripps. I told him that since WFTS

substantially duplicates WWSB's signal, ABC had decided to

disaffiliate WWSB. I never told Mr. Crumley in that conversatioD

or at any other time that Scripps "required" the disaffiliation of

WWSB or that disaffiliation with WWSB was "part of the de.l- with

Scripps. To my knowledge, the disaffiliation decision wa.

independently made by ABC.

6 • I had a second conversation with Mr. Crumley the evening
~

of the 16th. In that conversation, Mr. Crumley argued the case for

a continued ABC affiliation with WWSB. I told him that we had

carefully examined the Tampa/St. Petersburgl Sarasota market and

that, with WPTS providing us adequate network coverage in Sarasota,

we saw no need to continue with WWSB.

7. Mr. Crumley called me again the morning of June 20. When

I called him back, he proceeded to characterize Scripps' conduct as

"predatory" • I told him he was sounding as if he was making a

legal claim and that, since I was not a lawyer, I would not discuss

that with him.



8. Hr. Craaley called me again somet~e during the week of

the 20th to aax for a meeting with Tom"Murphy. I called him back

later the same day and told him in substance that I saw no point in

such a meeting since ABC's decision was based on its assessment of

the overlap between WFTS and WWSB and that a meeting could not

change the underlying facts.

I declare under penalty of perjury that the facts set out

above are true.

July 22, 1994
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•

du Treil, Lundin & Rackley, Inc.
_________________________________ A Subsidiary of.-\.. D. Ring. PC

TECHNICAL STATEMENT
PREPARED FOR

SOUTHERN BROADCASTING CORP. OF SARASOTA
TELEVISION STATION WWSB

SARASOTA, FLORIDA

This statement and the attached maps were
prepared on behalf of Southern Broadcasting Corp. of
Sarasota, licensee of television station WWSB Sarasota,
Florida. Station WWSB operates on Channel 40 employing
effective radiated power of 2880 kilowatts and antenna
height above average terrain of 235 meters. Station WWSB
is currently affiliated with the ABC Television Network.
Sarasota ADI is ranked 153 by the Arbitron Television
Markets and Rankings Guide.

Other television stations affiliated with ABC
which have Grade B coverage in Sarasota County are WSTP
st. Petersburg (Channel 10) and WEVU Naples (Channel 26).
ABC affiliation will shortly change from WSTP and WWSB to
WFTS Tampa (Channel 28). This change will result in ABC
coverage loss in Sarasota County.

The attached map, Figure 1, shows the Grade A
contours of WFTS and WWSB, the only television Grade A
contours carrying ABC Network programming which reach
Sarasota County. With the change in ABC affiliation,
Sarasota County will lose ABC coverage affecting 62,709
persons residing on a land area of 718 square kilometers.
As Sarasota County contains 277,776 persons on a land area
of 1,481 square kilometers, according to the 1990 census,
the Grade A coverage loss amounts to 22.6 percent of the



du Treil, Lundin & Rackley, Inc.
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Saraso~a, Florida

Sarasota County population and 48.5 percent of the. rand
area.

Figure 2 shows the Grade B contours of WFTS,
WWSB and WENU and the ABC Network loss area after change
of network affiliation. Within the ABC network Grade B
loss area reside 16,663 persons on a land area of 135
square kilometers. These losses represent 6.0 percent of
the population and 9.1 percent of the land area within
Sarasota County.

••
Signal strength contours were computed in

accordance with 47 CFR 73.684. Terrain roughness
correction factors were not considered in the calculation
of contours.

The·~verage terrain elevations from 3 to 16
kilometers from the transmitter sites were obtained from
the N.G.D.C. computer databQse. Eighteen evenly spaced
radials were used for determining the average elevations
and distances to coverage contours. Directional antenna
pattern information was obtained from the FCC computer
database.

Distances to the Grade A and Grade B contours
were determined by employing the propagation curves of 47
eFR 73.699, using the antenna radiation center height
above average terrain and the effective radiated power in
the individual radial directions.

The population in Grade A or Grade B loss areas
were determined by a computer program which adds the
popUlations of the census districts whose centroids lie
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within the contour. The 1990 census was employed ....Land
.' ,",

areas were determined by use of a polar planimeter,·~aking

into account the appropriate map scale factor.

I declare under penalty of perjury that the
facts contained herein are true and correct to the best of
my knowledge and belief.

..

Louis R. du Treil

du Trail, Lundin & Rackley, Inc.
240 N. Washington Blvd., Suite 700
Sarasota, Florida 34236
(813)366-2611

July 5, 1994


